
WORDS OF THE WEEK and IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS in ENGLISH and SPANISH 

for weeks 11-21 2009-2010 (This should take us to the end of January) 

Please use the word of the week in all of your classes. Make sure you provide students with a sentence and 
example of how to use the word in the context of your subject area. Also, please incorporate the idiomatic 
expressions into your classroom discussions whenever possible to reinforce correct usage of the expressions.  

 

11 derivation You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make 
it drink. 

Puedes darle un consejo a alguien, pero no 
puedes obligarlo a que lo siga. 

12 nonlinear Think outside the box! Piensa fuera de la norma 
13 bias Actions speak louder than words. El movimiento se demuestra andando. 
14 meter Measure twice, cut once. Mida dos veces,  corte una vez 
15 projection It’s a small world. El mundo es un panuelo. 
16 decompose You never know what you’ve got until its lost. Nadie sabe lo que vale el agua hasta que 

falta. 
17 dialogue All talk and no action. Mucho ruido y pocas nueces. 
18 scale An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. Más vale prevenir que curar.  
19 evidence Truth will out. Se pilla al mentiroso antes que al cojo.  
20 transition Time waits for no man. En los nidos de antaño, no hay pajaros 

hogaño. 
21 predictions These things always come in threes. No hay dos sin tres. 

 


