Vista Magnet Middle School

6th grade Syllabus

760-726-5677
vistamagnet.com

Overall Curriculum

At Vista Magnet Middle School, sixth grade students study eight subjects:  math, science, language arts (English), social studies (humanities/history), digital arts (technology and art), physical education and Introduction to Spanish according to their learning plan.  The instructors are a professional learning community of life long learners who will be exploring the subjects along with the students.  This syllabus will explain each course and the curriculum resources.  First, you will find school wide policies such as one attendance policy, one grading policy, and one list of supplies and materials.  At the end, you will find an acknowledgment form for parents and students to sign.  The entire staff of VMMS is here to support each student be successful in his or her learning plan. 
VMMS Class Expectations

Students will behave respectfully to one another and the staff and be on time to class ready to learn with a positive attitude.  

VMMS Attendance Policy

Attendance is of vital importance to all classes.  Class experiences cannot be recreated or made up, so all students must make the effort to be in class every day.  

VMMS Late Assignments / Making Up Work When Absent

If students must miss class, they are responsible for making up any missed assignments. 

VMMS Grading Policy/Grade Level Proficiency

VMMS students will earn three grades:  an “A-F” letter grade measuring grade level standard proficiency, an “O, S, N, U” citizenship grade reflecting attitude and behavior and an “O, S, N, U” work habit grade reflecting study skills.   Middle schools are on the trimester system.   Six weeks after the trimester begins, a progress report will be mailed home to parents; and after twelve weeks, a report card will be mailed home.  

A variety of strategies and activities will be used to help each student learn to their fullest potential.   Teachers will use formative assessment such as class work, quizzes, discussions, and homework to help direct the teaching and learning of grade level standards. Students will earn report card grades based on summative assessments such as projects, activities, labs, benchmarks, tests, essays, and performances that measure application and mastery of standards.  Students will be provided with rubrics that explain proficiency when they are given summative assessment directions.  Over the grading period, students who exceed the proficient level will receive a rubric score of 4, or an “A”.   Students who meet standards at a proficient level will receive a 3, or a “B”.  Students who meet standards at a basic level will receive a 2, or a “C”.  Students who are approaching a basic proficient level will receive a 1, or a “D”.  Students who do not meet the standard will receive a 0, or an “F”.   

Citizenship is based upon attitude and behavior.  Students who exhibit respect, cooperation, and helpfulness …

· all of the time will earn “O” for outstanding  citizenship 

· most of the time will earn “S” for satisfactory citizenship
· some of the time  will earn “N” for needs improvement
· rarely will earn  “U” for unsatisfactory


Work habits are based upon study skills. Students who: turn work in on time, complete homework, come to school prepared with materials, work hard and are organized…

· all of the time will earn “O” for outstanding  citizenship 

· most of the time will earn “S” for satisfactory citizenship
· some of the time  will earn “N” for needs improvement
· rarely will earn  “U” for unsatisfactory


VMMS Homework

Homework is an integral part of the learning process.  In accordance with the VUSD Homework Policy, the central purpose of homework for this class is to help the students solidify and learn the concepts being taught in the classroom.  Students will be taught time management skills to help organize homework completion. 

VMMS Ethics

Most students have a strong sense of integrity; however, sometimes the pressure and desire to earn good grades may induce students to take the easy way out and copy an assignment.  This will NOT be tolerated.  Students who are caught copying (or who are caught in the appearance of copying) will receive an automatic zero and a parent/administrator conference will be required.  Plagiarizing another student’s paper, a section of a book, a website, or anything else is unacceptable and will result in these same severe consequences.  

VMMS would like to see our students be principled (in accordance with our implementation of the IBMPY learner profile) and take responsibility for their own actions. 

VMMS Additional Support/ Interventions

Vista Magnet Middle School provides morning and afternoon learning labs as well as a  Lindamood-Bell  clinic as additional support and intervention for each student’s learning plan.
Vista Magnet Middle School Supply List for the 2007-8 School Year

· 1.5  inch  3 ring notebook/binder to organize 8 subjects plus the student planner which is provided by the school

· Notebook filler paper

· Dividers (package of 8)

· Pencils

· Pens

· Highlighters

· 8 composition books with lined paper for: math, science, language arts, social studies, Intro to Spanish, digital arts, PE, and academic reading

Highly Recommended
· 1GB flash drive to use for all your classes

· sunscreen, bottle of water, deodorant for P.E.

Math Syllabus

Mrs. Eckle and Mr. Magana

 jennifereckle@vusd.k12.ca.us
 arturomagana@vusd.k12.ca.us
Math Course Overview
What is mathematics and what do mathematicians do?  How we define math is always changing because it involves the exploration of the unknown.  Math is sometimes referred to as the science of pattern because mathematicians use patterns to study change and discover truths.  This year you will be a mathematician, problem solving and making decisions that rely on your math skills, understandings, and applications. The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IBMYP) will be implemented as we develop mathematical knowledge and build skills.  IBMYP math courses use the “areas of interaction” to explore how mathematics relates to how we learn, community & service, the environment, health & social education, and human ingenuity.  We will also focus on the IBMYP math aims and objectives, which include making sure you know how to perform basic math calculations, investigate the role of mathematics in the real world, become a more independent, reflective learner, and practice how to communicate mathematical ideas and concepts.

Math 6

Students enrolled in Math 6 will cover the following essential standards from the California State Math Framework:

· Number Concepts: number theory, primes, composites, factors and multiples

· Decimals, integers, fractions, and percentages

· one-step equations

· Graphing and Statistics: formulating questions, gathering data, organizing and analyzing data, making graphical representations of data

· Geometry: reasoning about shapes and shape properties, angle measures, area, perimeter, and volume

Advanced Math

Students enrolled in Advanced Math will cover both the 6th grade standards listed above, as well as the following 7th grade essential standards from the California State Math Framework:
· Signed fractions

· Multi-step equations

· The Pythagorean Theorem

· Graphing equations

Math Textbooks/Curriculum

This year VUSD will be piloting math texts as part of a new math adoption, allowing us to use a variety of curriculum in the classroom.  Some of the resources include:

· Holt Mathematics – Course 1 and Course 2

· Glencoe Passport to Mathematics
Earth Science Syllabus 
Mrs. Anderson and Miss Estrada
michelleanderson@vusd.k12.ca.us
jessieestrada@vusd.k12.ca.us
Earth Science Course Overview

Welcome to 6th Grade Earth Science!  We are about to begin a voyage of understanding, discovering and experiencing the world around you.  We will all be earth scientists on this voyage.  As a scientist, you will become more involved with, and appreciative of the world around you.  As your teachers and fellow earth scientists, we will be here to help you along this journey, but keep in mind that the success of the voyage ultimately depends on you.  

A guiding force of Sixth Grade Earth Science is the implementation of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IBMYP).  The IBMYP science courses focus on helping students become critical thinkers who are scientifically knowledgeable and are able to make informed decisions about themselves and the world around them.  IBMYP objectives are organized into six major categories;  One World (interdependence between science and society), Communication in Science (communication of scientific understanding using appropriate formats), Knowledge and Understanding of Science (application of key science concepts to problem solve), Scientific Inquiry, (asking meaningful questions, designing, conducting and evaluating investigations), Processing Data (analysis, interpretation and presentation of investigational results), Attitudes in Science (development of respect and responsibilities for themselves and society).  

Along our journey we will discover the following California State Essential Standards in Earth Science:

· how plate tectonics affect the earth 

· the factors that determine the topography of the earth
· how heat flows and how energy can be carried from one place to another 

· the major energy sources of the earth 

· how energy is transferred in ecosystems 

· the purposes of energy and material resources, and how to classify renewable and nonrenewable resources
· ask meaningful questions, design, conduct and analyze experiments
Science Textbooks/Curriculum/Laboratory Work

Earth scientists use a variety of tools to understand the world around them.  Therefore, during our voyage we will be exploring and experiencing science in multiple ways.  From technology to field research and real-world applications, we will be learning science by being scientists.  This year we also have a unique opportunity to participate in the piloting of new textbooks.  You will have the chance to help decide which textbook will be a useful guide as we journey through earth science.  

As scientists we have the unique opportunity and privilege of participating in hands-on laboratory experiments.  These laboratory investigations are to be accurately and carefully performed.  Listen to and follow all directions at all times.  Read your lab procedures carefully.  Always conduct laboratory work with the SAFETY of yourself and others in mind.  

Language Arts and Social Studies Syllabi
Mrs. Margaret Jacobsen and Mrs. Jennifer Quin 
Mrs. Barbara Franklin and Mrs. Cathy Zych 
margaretjacobsen@vusd.k12.ca.us
barbarafranklin@vusd.k12.ca.us

jenniferquin@vusd.k12.ca.us
cathleenzych@vusd.k12.ca.us

Language Arts Course Overview
Do you know what “LOL I’m ROTFL – TTYL!” means?  Text messaging is one way of communicating in our high tech world today.  Do you know how to write an email to your boss or how to write a newspaper article?  In this course, we will focus on how to become word wizards! Together, we will discover how to communicate in a variety of ways.  As word wizards we will focus on our communication through reading, writing, research and technology.  Through Language Arts, we will enjoy reading novels, short stories and informational writing.  Our class will focus on working together as a team to communicate.  

As we implement the IBMYP (International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme), we will work holistically with other subject areas to become real word wizards while we learn to read and write for science, math, technology, art and even P.E. How do we communicate inter-culturally?  For example, we could examine how people communicate differently here in the United States versus how they communicate in South Africa or Brazil.  We can discover how to write technical directions to work an iPod compared to writing directions for a kindergartner trying to draw a picture.  We will discover how to truly and appropriately communicate to achieve our intended goal.  Together, we will use the “areas of interaction” in approaches to learning, how humans create, the environment, health & social education and community & service to guide our inquiry about how to communicate in the world.

On our quest to improve our communication as members of a global society, we’ll address the following key concepts in Language Arts:

· How to figure out word meanings using root words

· Spell words correctly

· Write short stories, write informational papers, write about books we’ve read and write essays to compare and contrast

· Understand informational reading like newspapers and technology writing

· Analyze characters, setting, plot and theme in stories

· Debate authors’ purposes and positions

· Read, analyze and create poetry

Social Studies Course Overview

You have just entered the mysterious and exciting world of being a social scientist!  Just as an earth scientist explores the earth, we will explore people in ancient cultures and civilizations.  Throughout the course of this class, we’ll be uncovering the ancient secrets of early man and how cultures came to exist.  What would you do if you were going to set up a community in the middle of nowhere? In what area would you settle down?  How would you learn to survive?

We’ll be working together to uncover the mysteries of ancient civilizations in: Egypt, India, China, Greece and Rome.  As we implement the IBMYP (International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme) guidelines, we’ll be focusing on five “areas of interaction” on our quest of historic discovery.  We’ll be looking at the environment, human ingenuity,, community & service, approaches to learning and health & education to explore ideas of the past and how they connect to our lives today and in the future.    Likewise, the focus of this class is to discover how we are all related as we focus on intercultural awareness throughout time.   We’ll be working closely as social scientists in this course, but we’ll also be relating ideas in physical education, math, science, language, arts and technology.  To develop our inquiring minds as social scientists we will explore:

· How and why civilizations developed where they did

· The culture, religions, economics, politics and daily lives of people living in ancient civilizations throughout the world

· The contributions that ancient civilizations gave to the modern world including philosophy, math, science, technology, art and language

Language Arts and Social Studies Textbooks/Curriculum
Students will use the Holt Literature & Language Arts series for literature, writing, 

spelling and grammar.  English language learners and students who need reading intervention will use Hampton Brown, HighPoint Level A. Students who need intensive reading intervention will be in a Lindamood-Bell clinic.  In social studies, lessons are from TCI/History Alive!  Each textbook series offers website support and resources. 

· TCI/History Alive!   http://www.teachtci.com
· Holt Literature and Language Arts  http://www.hrw.com
Digital Art & Technology Syllabi
Mrs. Franklin

barbarafranklin@vusd.k12.ca.us
Digital Arts and technology Course Overview

This course integrates Digital Art and Technology.  It emphasizes critical thinking skills and encourages students to explore and study on their own.  According to the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) “Technology is the process of solving problems or creating objects by using information, materials and systems to satisfy human needs.”  Digital Art will include an understanding of the arts and communication in various cultures throughout history. They will use artwork to express a mood, a feeling, or an idea; they will demonstrate more complex and technical skill in their drawings, paintings and other media.  The curriculum includes National Educational Technology Standards from ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education), IBMYP goals and objectives along with the Visual and Performing Arts Content Standards from the California Department of Education.

Digital Arts and Technology Textbooks/ Curriculum

Standards from the California Visual and Performing Arts Frameworks, National Standards for Technology Education and the IBMYP Technology and Arts objectives will be presented. The curriculum will be presented through the lenses of the five IBMYP Areas of Interaction.  Instructional materials are selected from a wide range of sources.
The course standards for computer technology include:

· Basic Operations and Concepts (ex. Keyboarding, Word, Excel, PowerPoint)

· Social, Ethical and Human Issues (safe use of technology)

· Technology Productivity Tools  (ex. Bookmark favorite sites, write e-mails, include graphs in projects)

· Technology Communication Tools  (ex. PowerPoint)

· Technology Research Tools  (ex. Internet, Good search, Google)

· Technology Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Tools (ex. Excel, Access)

Physical Education Syllabus

Mrs. Kenney

karenkenney@vusd.k12.ca.us
PE Course Overview

Physical Education is designed to provide and assist students with accurate information on the importance of life-long activity for a healthy lifestyle. Not only will students learn the various skills to play sports and activities, but they will be given the tools and knowledge to balance their physical, mental and social well-being. Areas to be covered include: individual and team sports, cooperative games tumbling, rhythms, aquatics, health, fitness and simple orienteering skills which can be used for direction and navigation.  VMMS received a bowling grant, so get ready to make some strikes during this unit!

PE Textbooks/Curriculum

Glencoe Teen Health Course 1  Standards from the California Physical Education Frameworks and the IBMYP Physical Education will be covered.  At the end of the course students should be able to:
· demonstrate an understanding of the principles and concepts related to a variety of physical activities

· understand the importance of physical activity to a healthy lifestyle

· recall and understand the various components that contribute to health-related fitness.
Introduction to Spanish Syllabus
Teacher to be assigned, in the meantime direct questions to 
Laura Smith, Curriculum Coordinator 

lasmith@vusd.k12.ca.us

Intro to Spanish Course Overview

Bienvenidos or welcome! This 60 hour course is designed to increase literacy which means students will become better listeners, speakers, readers and writers.  When students learn a second language, they become more proficient in their mother tongue.  Throughout this course, an emphasis will be placed on communication skills as we explore the linguistic, cultural and social components of language. 

The course goals include:

· Gain knowledge about the language system and use that knowledge to communicate

· Develop an awareness and understanding of the perspective of people from other cultures and their contributions to the world

· Compare and contrast the language systems of Spanish and English

Intro to Spanish Textbooks/Curriculum

Standards from the California Foreign Language Frameworks and the IBMYP Language B will be covered. The curriculum will be presented through the lenses of the five IBMYP Areas of Interaction.  Instructional materials are selected from a wide range of sources.

Academic (RSP) Study Skills Syllabus
Mrs. Cathy Zych 

czych@vusd.k12.ca.us
Academic Study Skills Course Overview

In addition to development of organizational and time management skills, this class will support students in their general education classes according to their IEPs.  Notes and concepts from science, social studies, language arts and math classes taught earlier in the day will be reviewed, homework started, and student’s work checked for understanding.  Students will:
· learn to study independently and stay on task during class and when working on homework
· learn to take notes from lectures, videos, and readings and use them on tests and projects
· learn to work cooperatively in study groups
· develop useful ways of recording assignments, keeping track of all paperwork and maintaining an organized binder
· become aware of their learning strengths and positive qualities
School and Classroom Expectations and Policies

Phone (760) 726-5766

www.vistamagnet.com
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Please read and discuss the school and class policies and syllabi with your child.  Teachers have discussed them in class, so students should be able to provide a more detailed explanation.  After signing, please keep the syllabi and have your student return this form to their first period teacher. 

If you have any questions or concerns that your child cannot answer, please contact the teacher at (760)726-5766 or email teacher’s name @vusd.k12.ca.us.   The Vista Magnet Middle School staff look forward to a great year with your son/daughter.

Thank you,

The VMMS staff
My child and I have discussed the above expectations and policies.

________________________________________


______________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Date

I have read, understand and will follow the above expectations and policies.

________________________________________


_______________

Student Signature






Date

COMMENTS:



