Vista adult school plans to open campus downtown
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By: STACY BRANDT - Staff Writer 

VISTA ---- The Vista school district's adult education program plans to open a satellite campus in September on a small portion of the Lincoln Middle School property in central Vista, allowing the school to serve more people and do it more efficiently, school officials said recently.

As part of the Vista Unified School District, Vista Adult Education operates at about 25 locations around the district ----- including a main office on Bobier Drive and The Literacy Center on West California Avenue ---- and serves nearly 20,000 people a year. 

The adult school plans to work out of seven relocatable classrooms on the downtown Lincoln campus, adult school Principal Richard Crane said.

The 18-acre Lincoln site was left vacant in January after students and educators transferred to the new Rancho Minerva Middle School, and is now undergoing renovations so that it can open in August as small magnet middle school.

Crane said the adult school is thrilled at the idea of using a slice of the Lincoln property.

"It will enrich us immensely, because we are so impacted by space that we use our classrooms for multiple programs at different times of the day," Crane said. "This will allow us to focus classroom uses better and be able to market our programs more clearly to people."

One of these modular buildings on the northern end of the campus will be used as an office, while the other six will function as classrooms, mostly to teach adults to speak English and to help students earn a high school diploma.

At night, when the adult classes are in the highest demand, the adult school would also use some classes in the magnet school, said Jose Villarreal, principal of the magnet school.

Having the adult school there will not affect the students at the magnet school, though it will be beneficial to the parents in the community, Villarreal said.

"I think one of the advantages is that it would really provide a sense of community to Vista," he said. "I think it's going to be great."

The adult school, which receives operating money from the state separate from that of the roughly 23,400-student Vista Unified, plans to pay for painting and upgrading those classes and that section of the campus.

That segment, on Vista Village Drive near Escondido Avenue, will have a separate entrance and be gated off from the magnet school, which is expected to open in August.

"We're going to beautify that corner a little bit and make it something that the community is proud of," Crane said.

Maintenance on that portion of the campus will also be paid for by the adult school, he said.

The Vista school district includes all of Vista, a large segment of eastern Oceanside and some surrounding unincorporated areas.

"We're all over the place," Crane said of the adult school. "We like to create little community centers so that hopefully people will be able to walk."

The Lincoln property is near Townsite, a largely Latino area of Vista that the school hasn't been able to serve completely, Crane said.

"Now we're able to focus a project over in that neighborhood that will draw from the largely Hispanic community," Crane said. "In the area, there is so much interest in ESL (English as a second language classes) that we want to make sure we're able to accommodate all of the adults interested."

More information about the district's Adult Education program is available online at vas.vusd.k12.ca.us.

Contact staff writer Stacy Brandt at (760) 631-6622 or sbrandt@nctimes.com.
