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VUSD prepares to reopen Lincoln as magnet school
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By: STACY BRANDT - Staff Writer 

VISTA ---- As Vista Unified School District maintenance crews work to reshape the 69-year-old Lincoln Middle School campus, educators are working to sign up students for a small magnet school set to open there in August.

Principal Jose Villarreal said the new magnet school in downtown Vista has drawn 135 students so far. It's scheduled to open with 200 sixth-grade students in August. 

"We are booming," he said Friday. "There is a buzz for sure."

These 135 students are from each of the four middle school boundary areas, with roughly 50 students from the Rancho Minerva Middle School's boundary, 33 students from Roosevelt's, 30 students from Madison's and 21 students from Washington's. Several students also are from outside the district, Villarreal said.

"So far, it really appears to a be a good balance of kids," he said.

In order to let parents know about Lincoln, Villarreal and some of the school's teachers are putting together meetings at district elementary schools next week.

The meetings will take place at 6 p.m. at Lake Elementary on Monday, Olive on Tuesday, 



Vista Unified School District rmployee Tim Behra, cleans Lincoln Middle School with a power sprayer Friday morning. The school is turning into a magnet school. 
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Beaumont on Wednesday and Empresa on Thursday. They are open to parents from throughout the district.

The Lincoln campus was left vacant in January when students and educators moved into newly constructed Rancho Minerva, which is about three miles east of the downtown campus in a rural east Vista neighborhood.

Now that the campus is empty, district maintenance crews are working to fix it up before it reopens.

Most of the work is being done in the oldest part of the campus, which was built in 1938. Because the school will open with only 200 sixth-graders and will grow by 200 students in each of the next two years, only the oldest portion of the campus will be used next school year.

The classrooms in this portion of the school are getting new paint, floors and furniture. Major roofing work and technological upgrades are also under way and are expected to be finished before school starts.

"I feel we're ahead of schedule here because we still have five months to go," said Chuck Taylor, district chief operations officer. "We're in very good shape."

A civil engineer is in the process of assessing the condition of the sewer system under the campus, which is as old as the buildings themselves.

The assessment is expected to be finished in the next week or two, Taylor said.

Depending on the results, the district may decide to spend roughly $1 million to replace the entire system or may just have to replace parts of it, Taylor said.

"We want to make sure that if we're going to spend a million dollars on a project, that it's worth doing," he said. "Replacing the whole (sewer system) would take care of everything, but is that really necessary?"

Taylor said he expects the state to reimburse the district for any money it spends on the sewer system.

The work ---- not including any needed sewer repair ---- is expected to cost roughly $600,000, which will mostly come from the district's maintenance money and is expected to be partially reimbursed by the state, said Jeff Geyer, district maintenance manager.

In November, an architectural firm recommended $12.6 million worth of renovations to the aging campus, but those suggestions were for the whole 18-acre property, not just the central portion the district plans to renovate over the summer.

These repairs probably will take place over several years as needed and would be paid for largely with state money set aside for improvements for campuses in poor neighborhoods, district officials have said.

The new magnet school is still without a name but is tentatively being called Vista Magnet Middle School.

The school board is expected to discuss the name at its next meeting April 30.

More information on the school is available on its Web site, www.vistamagnet.com.

Contact staff writer Stacy Brandt at (760) 631-6622 or sbrandt@nctimes.com.




