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Parents listen to Vista plan for magnet middle school
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By: STACY BRANDT - Staff Writer 

VISTA ---- The magnet middle school that Vista Unified plans to open this fall at the now-vacant Lincoln Middle School campus is beginning to take shape, as the principal and faculty work to get parents to sign up their children.

Some of the seven teachers recently hired to teach at the school met with parents Tuesday night at Breeze Hill Elementary School to discuss the school and its programs. 

"Things are really starting to get going," Principal Jose Villarreal said Tuesday.

The meeting focused on what type of curriculum the magnet school will offer and how it will differ from the district's other middle schools.

Terri Thornburry, who has a fifth-grader attending Beaumont, said she was sold on the idea right away and signed up Tuesday night. "I like the magnet school idea," she said.

All of the students, teachers and administrators at Lincoln last year moved to the new Rancho Minerva Middle School last month.

Villarreal met with parents at the Casita Center for Math, Science and Technology on Feb. 6 for a similar presentation that kicked off the recruitment effort and application period, which ends April 6.

Students attending the magnet elementary school will be given priority at the new middle school, which is expected to open in August with 200 sixth-grade students.

In addition to the roughly 50 students expected to attend from each of the district's four middle school boundaries, there will be 10 seats reserved for students from other districts.

So far, about 40 parents have applied to enroll their children, Villarreal said. "There's a nice buzz out there," he said.

Two more meetings are planned to inform parents about the school, one Tuesday at Foothill Oak and the other March 1 at Temple Heights. District parents are welcome to attend either presentation.

The magnet school is still without a name, though it is tentatively being called Vista Magnet Middle School.

Villarreal brought a proposal to the school board last week, suggesting the name Vista Magnet Middle School of Math, Science and Technology at Lincoln Center.

The trustees decided not to accept the title, saying it was too long.

"I think more than four words in a name is a marketing issue for a middle school," board Vice President Steve Lilly said at the meeting.

Each trustee had a different idea for what to call the school, but no decision will be made at least until the March 8 board meeting.

Villarreal said he suggested the longer name, in part, to make clear the connection the school will have with Casita and the two magnet high schools that the district is building in eastern Oceanside.

Still, he said he doesn't think the name is the most important thing about the plans.

"They're not really going to come because of the name but rather because of the curriculum," Villarreal said.

More information on the school and future meetings with parents is available at its Web site, www.vistamagnet.com.

Contact staff writer Stacy Brandt at (760) 631-6622 or sbrandt@nctimes.com. Comment at nctimes.com.


