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New principal excited about leading Vista magnet school
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By: STACY BRANDT - Staff Writer 

VISTA ---- Though he doesn't start his new job officially until next week, the principal of Vista Unified School District's planned magnet middle school already has some definite ideas about the direction he wants the school to take.

In fact, Jose Villarreal ---- who for the last three years has been an assistant principal at Rancho Buena Vista High School ---- was so excited about the possibility of leading the magnet program that when he interviewed for the job he showed up with a detailed plan for how to implement the school's themes, Superintendent Joyce Bales said Thursday. 

"I think he is a great thinker and a rising star as a district administrator," she said. "He really shows his concern and dedication to students."

Villarreal said Thursday that he is eager to get to work on forming the curriculum for the school, which will focus on science, math and technology.

The district expects to open the magnet program this fall, with 200 students, at the downtown campus that once housed Lincoln Middle School. By 2008, the plan is to have 600 sixth- through eighth-grade students at the school.

The Lincoln site is now vacant, while all of its teachers and administrators move to the new Rancho Minerva Middle School, which will open to students Jan. 17.

In the next several months, the district plans to renovate and restore the 68-year-old Lincoln property.




Jose Villareal, in the front lobby at Rancho Buena Vista High School where he has been serving at a vice principal, will soon be taking the post of principal of Lincoln Magnet Middle School in Vista. 
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At Rancho Buena Vista High, Villarreal was a key administrator, well-known to the 3,200 students who attend the school in the southern end of the district.

During his time at the high school, he has had many duties, including writing grants, promoting attendance, working with students learning English and heading the college-preparatory Advancement Via Individual Determination program.

Villarreal has had a positive impact on many of the school's English learners and students in AVID, said Steve Hargrave, a fellow assistant principal at the school.

"We are going to sorely miss his presence here on campus," said Hargrave, who became assistant principal the same year as Villarreal. "Our loss is going to be the magnet school's gain."

Villarreal said he hopes to start an AVID program at the new school, as well as the rigorous International Baccalaureate program for high-achieving students.

The school also will have a strong focus on technology, which is becoming increasingly important, Villarreal said.

"It's going to be a very high-tech school," he said. "The world is changing and we have to change with it."

Before he began at Rancho Buena Vista, the 32-year-old native of Blythe worked as a counselor, teacher and bilingual tutor in Riverside.

Villarreal said he is sad to be leaving the high school but excited about the possibility of starting something new that will draw teenagers from throughout the district.

He said he expects soon to start selecting teachers, developing curriculum and getting the word out to parents about the new magnet school, which has not yet been named. Villarreal said he hopes to get community input before selecting a new moniker.

"I would like to see Lincoln still in the title," he said. "This is history we're talking about."

Contact staff writer Stacy Brandt at (760) 631-6622 or sbrandt@nctimes.com.


